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‘We know the cover is different. ‘Tt may seem deep and dark but....
‘It's quite simple, really. Diversity. ‘It signifies how
there’'s many sides to a person, a story
and usually it's the ones you expect the least from.

So we decided on our own special project - ‘Human of Monash,
centered around our theme - diversity. ‘It's not just the photos, the
stories speak for themselves.

Coming in at week 3 and producing semething within our
personal standards was a challenge, but we made it anyway!
‘Here’s hoping you enjoy this issue as much we did in creating it.
#braindamage #thatsallfromus
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"I cry a lot during sad movies; I sob and
literally pour my heart out, especially
during movies or even advertisements that
have helpless old people in it. 01d people

| are my weak spot."

"How long have you both been friends?"
"It's been over a year now."

"My passion..? Probably music. I like
classical. Chopin. Yeah, I can play Chopin.
I've been playing the piano for a long time."

"But what I said didn't exactly make
sense.

"Well, it made sense to me."
"In that case, I should be an artist.”

| "Do you wish to be a model?"
"who knows? I'm very indecisive."

"I love my days at Monash while doing my
Masters. I get to learn so much that cannot
be taught during undergraduate years."




th of March 2014 was
I 5mo Safurday o calch

up on sleep. 184(!) first
years gathered af Monash
University Malaysia at 7.30
a.m. for the Orienfafion Bash.
The weather was surprisingly
excellent with minimal haze
despite the hozardous
sifuation the day before.
Breakfast was provided fo

energize the sfudenfs for o

full day of fun and actfiviies
organized by the Acfiviies
Department of Monash
University Student Associafion
(MUSA).

Before heading fo Bayu
Beach Resort in Porf Dickson,
ice breaking games were held
ar the field where students
were splitinfo 14 groups. This
allowed sfudenfs o bond (and
make new friends!) wih their
feammates and facilifators.
Things started heafing up as
feams began identifying their
compelitiors (pfff, naturally)

% ORI

THE FACILITATORS BROUGHT
UP THE HYPE BY CONFIDENTLY
PROCLAIMING, “MY TEAM
WILL BE CHAMPIONS TODAY!”
OR EVEN “WE'RE SO GOING T0
KICK YOUR ASSES LATER!" T0
THEIR COMPETITORS.

After having a hearty lunch
buffer (yum!) upon arrival,
we headed fo the beach full
of excitement fo begin the
series of felemafches, tug of
war and volleyball, Despite
the short rain in the middle of
fhe competfifions, the feams
insisted on proceeding with
the games (sporfsmanship
right therel).

No Orienfation Bash is
complefe withour some fun
in fhe sun! While some sat
around sooking up fhe rays
from the beaufiful sun, others

BY EMILY CHOONG \\ PHTUS BY TAN WEN J£

ENTATION®
"BASH 20

decided fo get wef and there's
fhose who were fhrown info

the sea. Afew went “NO NO
NO | don't wanf fo gef wet!”
volunfarily surrendered their
phones and wallefs before
being thrown in (such lies).
Some ofhers who were more
bold and brave walked info

the waters themselves.

Apparently, the besft way fo
nof ger thrown in is to be one
safeguarding your friends’
devices from the perils of salf
water (frue sfory).

Dinner was a full-spread
buffel comprising a massive
variely ranging from a salad
bar fo lamb and a table
dedicated fo all sorfs of
desserts. The feaslt ended
with a thank you speech from
MUSA President lvan Lim and
the presentafion of prizes o
all groups for a job well done.



af the University of Southern California for a year now. | love teaching and helping sfu-

Hi Monashians, I was a futor af Monash for six months and have been a teaching ossociate

denfs, so here’'s my attempf fo do that for you owesome Monashians all the way from LA

BY SHA-LENE PUNG

10 FACTS YOUR TEACHERS DON'T ALWAYS TELL YOU

(BASED ON MY EXPERIENCE OF DEALING WITH ABOUT 300 STUDENTS, AND FROM BEING A STUDENT MYSELF!)

WE'RE HUMRN.

hocking, | know! Being

a lecturer or fufor does

nof suddenly make us
robofs immune o worldly forc-
es. Being polife and appre-
ciafive goes a long way fo sef
you apart from everyone else.
I'm not saying you have o
bribe your feachers with Star-
bucks and nasi lemak pack-
els filed with love, but I'd say
fhere's a sfrong correlation
belween being a good sfu-
dent (who gels good grades
on all on your own) and show-
ing thanks.

One of my besf studenfs gave
me a Lego torchlight and an-
other rock sfar baked me muf-
fins — and I'd already given
them A’s before | ever gof their
thanks.

WE LIKE 10
HELP STUDENTS
WHO TRY 10
HELP THEMSELVES.

f you hardly ever show up
Iro classes bur email your

feacher 12 hours before the
exam desperate for fips on
what to sfudy, can | just say
you have really thick skin?
One fime | had a student who
asked for my advice and then
wouldn't fake any of my sug-
gestions because | basically
wouldn't do her work for her.

TEACHERS
AREN'T EVIL.

e don't acfually
wanf anyone fo fail
fhe class. I's jusf

more paperwork for us!
Kidding, we really don't want
anyone fo fail. Your success
is our success!

JUST BECAUSE YOU
SIT AT THE BACK OF
THE CLASSROOM
DOES NOT MEAN YOU
SPONTANEQUSLY
DEVELOP POWERS OF
INVISIBILITY.

hefher you're play-
ing Candy Crush
or Whafsapping

your friends abour how boring
the class is, we can actual-

ly see you looking af your
phone under your desk or
inside your bag.

As a fufor | somefimes sit at
the back of lecture halls fo
monitor what the sfudents are
up fo on fheir lapfop screens
or phones, and | just have

fo say you're wasting a fon
of money fo be on Zalora or
ASOS during class fime.



MORE HOMEWORK
FOR YOU IS EVEN
MORE HOMEWORK
FOR US.

re you hating on that
3,000-word essay
you have o write?

What abour grading 300,000
words’ worth of essays in fwo
weeks, and wrifing feedback
for each paper? Then scal-
ing the grades fo make sure
you're being fair?

JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE
WHISPERING DOESN'T
MEAN NOBODY CAN
HEAR YOU.

ou know those an-
nouing people in the
cinema who falk when

fhe movie's on? That's you, in
a lecture hall or turorial, when
you whisper with your friends
and bother the other people
around you. Nof only are you
making a bad impression

on your feacher, you're also
gelting blacklisted by your
peers — no matter how cool
fhey're frying fo seem.

WE WRITE YOUR
RECOMMENDATION
LETTERS.

hefher you wanf
fo gel info grad-
uare school or

dive into the job markel, you
can't gel anywhere withour

sfrong references and recom-

mendation lefters. If you've
been a generic student,
you're going fo ger a generic
lefrer. Don't be buming hose
bridges you need for the
future.

IT'S NOT COOL 10
TALK SMACK ABOUT
THE FACULTY ON
SOCIAL MEDIA.

Ou never know who's

going fo read it and fell

on you, or fake a
screenshot and share it!
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WHEN WE'RE ON A
DEADLINE AND THERE
ARE 200 TESTS

T0 GRADE
YOUR HANDWRITING

MATTERS.
P oo

ALL WE WANT ARE
PEACE, LOVE AND
RAINBOWS.

ecfurers and pro-
L fessors choose fo

feach because they
genuinely enjoy the work
and want fo help sfudents.
Trust me, i's not for the
fame and glory. So make
a feacher's day befter and
do or say sometfhing nice!

)
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BY BRANDON LILACFLARE

hy science? Were
you simply curious
while watching

forensic documentaries and
TV dramas? Or was if simply
because your fypical Asian
parenfs wanfed you fo?
Whichever it may be, what
did you feel that first moment
you stepped info Monash
Universily Malaysia fo pursue
science?

Forme, | was filled with awe
and pride af the opporfunity
fo study af such a presligious
university, defermined fo work
hard and succeed. Everyone
around me was filled with
passion, ready to fake on

fhe challenges fo be thrown
ar them. Af university, a new
chapter in life was about fo be
unveiled; a new opporfunity
start anew and meef individu-
als of different races, cultures,
religions and backgrounds.

As science undergraduates,

| am sure we all experience
fhat phase when we affend
lectures in high spirifs and
curiosity levels are high on
the bell curve. We are excited
about exploring different fields
previously paved for us by
the famous scienfisfs who
have relenflessly dedicared

CONFESSIONS OF A
SCIENCE STUDENT

their lives to research. We
begin fo appreciafe the conlri-
bufions of the different bodily
organs fo our daily survival.
Caught in the midsf of all of
the knowledge being inpuf
info our systems, we forgel fo
realize the weeks are passing
bu.

Towards the middle of the
semester, the inifial excirement
has worn off and we're drag-
ging ourselves o lectures;
heavily crammed backpacks
and steaming coffees in
hand. Dark circles, bad hair,
hunched backs and bulky
textbooks start appearing on
most science sfudents.

Good grades, good sleep or
good social life. Which should
we sacrifice fo succeed?

While the laborafory may
seem fedious and mundane
for some, | find comfort within.
We learn how fo decipher ex-
perimenfal procedures under
guidance, as well as com-
municare belter with peers. |
commend fhe lab demonsira-
fors for their dedication and
patience in dealing with our
incessant queries in our drive
fo obtain perfection. Despite
the complaints, we enjoy con-
ducfing our experiments and



improving ourselves, resent-
ing fhe fimes we need o work
on the lab reporfs. We are
enslaved fo our laplops and
computers, scavenging for
supporting arficles for assign-
ments and reports. We panic
ar resulfs that do nof corre-
spond o theory, frantically
searching for an explanation
and even tweaking the dafa
when necessary.

DESPERATE TIMES CALL FOR
DESPERATE MEASURES!

I am sure maony of us can
vouch for fhe infense work-
load we have, challenging
our skills af fime manage-
ment and prioritizing. We fake
deadlines for granted, leaving
presentations, assignments
and reports uniil the eleventh
hour, anxiously reviewing
dafa, analyzing liferature and
above all, frying fo stay safe
on Turnifin (a software that
checks for the level of pla-
giarism, a serious offence at
Monash).

As the workload infensifies,
friendships are fested, as
many fail to recognize the
hard work individuals put info
reports, “borrowing” them for
“referencing” purposes. Mosf
fimes | feel obliged fo help
fellow science students, and
am leff disappointed when the
effort is not reciprocared.

People begin fo sideline you
when they realize you don't
wantfo “lend” them your
work, hating on you for no
parficular reason. | have been
in many sifuations as such
and these are moments when
you are frustrated by being
made use of.

With final exams round the
comer, I'm sure most of us
are sfocking up on caffeine
and snacks: fuel for the many
late nights in store. The initial
laziness rapidly morphs

info denial before finding
ourselves in a maijor crisis,
unless we start sfudying right
away. Affer twelve weeks of
sheer hard work, the final
grades are an indicafion of
fhe effort you have purin.

“YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW"
| COULDN'T AGREE MORE WITH THAT.

There are times we simply
wantfo give up, afraid of not
being good enough fo be a
part of fhis experience. Pre-
serve on. I am fruly grateful fo
be blessed with a greaf group
of friends who mofivate each
other constantly,

Believe me, the last thing you
wanf is to be surrounded by
negative friends. My friends
are a source of inspiration.
We share the same drive,
passion and alfruism spurring
us fo reach greater heights,
creafe and be a part of future
scienfific breakthroughs.

With passion and faith, nofh-
ing is impossible.

Fellow university mates,
cheers fo our remaining se-
mesters in Monash University.

[7]




[8]

"I actually miss learning and being in
the atmosphere in general. A part of me
wants to return to academics, but the
other part feels like it's time to earn
money instead of just spending it."

"I ‘m going to cut my hair; like Andrew
Garfield. You've seen it, right? will I
look good in a crew cut?’

"But your hair is pretty bushy"

"I know my hair is bushy, but I want a
crew cut!"

"Tell me something not many
people know about you."

"I can be an extremist at everything. I love
passionately and I hate passionately. I think I'm
a hopeless romantic. I know it's kinda embarrass-

ing to admit that out loud, but yeah."

" I secretly want to be a doctor, because that's
what my father wanted me to pursue as a
career.. But I've never had the knack for that
because business was in my blood more..

I kinda regret not fulfilling his wishes."

"when I was younger, my mother used to
give me herbs when I got sick, and they
tasted awful. I became a pharmacist be-
cause I wanted to formulate better
tasting medicines."

.- =N B
)

"Happy Birthday!

"T didn't expect them to surprise me. I was
sitting at the cafeteria doing my work
and they told me to meet them here, then

I saw the cake for me. I was shocked. "



[9]

MONASH REVOLUTION

Phrase of the night: Everybody /ing jump!

WORDS BY AMIRAH AIDURA // PHOTOS BY RICE|PHOTO

ended up walking like a duck from sore calves

lwo days affer. The cause fo my worse-than-
a-12-km-run muscle ache was none ofther than
Monash'’s infamous campus party, branded this
semesfter as Monash Revolufion.

B oy did we jump. In fact, | jumped so much, |
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00Ks can certainly be deceiving; the
canopy sel up behind the Monash

Sports’ Cenfre may look like a normall
canopy, but it was a frue dark horse. IF was
equipped with music-festfival level lighting
(even befter than Laneway Singapore’s Cloud
Stage), booming speakers and an enfrancing
digifal backdrop- all elements fo make the 4
hour rave a memorable experience.

Pre-party grounds were filled with a
crowd busy mingling and faking selfies while
Slaxdan provided the perfect background mu-
sic on the Red Bull fruck. IFwas looking good,
my stomach was filled just right for an evening
of dancing by a Ramly burger and my adren-
aline was spiked from a cocklail of Sprite, Red
Bulls and bass-y music. Come 7pm and the
first of four DJs took stage.

Derealshit was the most indie of all
four- his beats were something sfraight ouf
of my soundcloud playlist. His fracks were
leaning fowards progressive-house and whilst
| personally enjoyed the latter half of his music
while | mingled, my friends on the dance
floor begged fo differ. Derealshi's sef lacked
‘drops’ they said, even though he clearly
builds up for one! This definitely leff them
feeling frustrated and unsatisfied, especially
for fhose who are more used o mainsfream,
radio-friendly EDM.

B.A.TE (Brains & The Eye) fook the stage nex.

OHMYGQOD IS THAT ETHAN FROM JINNYBOY
(YES ITIS!). The lighting and the digital back-
drop really worked with B.A.TE.."s frack list, and
i helped that the duo were really inferactive.
B.A.TE. was the firsf fo really encourage the
crowd o jump, kick starting a night of sore
calves! That wasn't the only thing encouraged
—male sfripping and the ‘helicopter’ were seen
largely throughout their play fime. | thoroughly
enjoyed their music and was prelty ecsfafic fo
find ourf fhat these boys were the rising stars

of the Malaysian DJ scene (they were really
good)).

2nd hour in and we were really feeling
fhe heat. There was no venlilation and liftle
wind, we were a mass of hot sweafing bodies
and it really felf like we were going o die of
heat sfroke. Right as EVA T began, the water
guns followed suif. WATER, WATER FROM
YOUR FRONT, SIDE, LEFT, RIGHT, NOWHERE
WAS SAFE. All of a sudden, | couldn’t enjoy
the music — i was all about protecting my
phone. | didn't give up though, so | wrapped
up My expensive piece of fechnology in my
skirt, finding a compromise and enjoying the
cooling effect from the torrent of random water
attacks instead of going OHGOD CAN YOU
STOP WE HAVE PHONES. There's only so
much you can care abour when EVA T is right
in front of you,

I missed EVA T the firsf fime she came, so |
was prefty happy that she graced Monash

)
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e 1048 .



again in one year. She lived up fo expecta-
fions because BOY, did she know what the
crowd liked! She did the honours of starting of
her sef with a classic: Greyhound by Swed-
ish House Mafia, which helped sel the tone
for her session. She regularly pumped up

fhe crowd by playing popular, recognisable
fracks and mixing them up fo fit her style.

The absolute highlight for me was
when she played Nirvana's Smells Like Teen
Spirit and Benny Benassi's Safisfaction! The
snippets weren't played for long, buf it made
me really, insanely happy. EVA T herself
didn't engage the crowd like B.A.TE. did, buf
she did something very different- she utilised
an addifional insfrument.  This instfrument
made EVA T af the furnfable look finy in com-
parison, and had a booming bassy voice
that was frankly iresistible. He helped with
fhe cohesion of her frack list and hyped up
fhe crowd when appropriate. | really enjoyed
EVA T and | was sad when her sef ended, but
| wasn't sad for foo long-Goldfish and Blink
were next.

Goldfish and Blink are frue veterans of
fhe Malaysian EDM scene and have recent-
ly goften signed with Hardwell Publishings
(WOWOWOW). They were the headliner for
‘The Party’ in April 2013, the very first and
ground-breaking Monash party, and | was
more than happy fo see them again. True fo
fheir adrenaline-pumping, high octane musi-
cal style, | enjoyed every second that

[l

fhey played. IF was absolufely amazing. Just
like EVA T, every once in a while, they threw in
non-EDM music and mixed if up fo their liking.
| sfill remember singing my heart ouf fo Bas-
fille, Florence Welch and Coldplay, going info
a jump-frenzy whenever the beat dropped. If
was just so good. What really made my night
fhough was that it wasn'f just us who weren't
gefting enough of this duo, bur that Goldfish
and Blink were so feeling the crowd tharf they
played not for an hour.... but an hour AND A
HALF. | was in ecstasy (nof on, justin).

Truly, a very solid SALUTE fo the
organizing committee of this student-initiated
event! Thank you for the food (if ran out fast:
foo many dined and dashed), thank you for
the counter heat-measures, thank you for
running perfectly on fime, the list goes on! This
event was extremely well-executed, and most
importantly, you have proved fo people that
you can have a good lime withour subsfance
abuse and thaf you can party safe. For future
events though, a warning thaf you may gef wet
arf the registration counter and providing zip-
lock bags for phones would really help! Fans
for ventilation and speakers at the back could
also be considered for crowd confrol and for
befter sound distribufion, mids and the frebles
were less enjoyable af the back. That being
said though, gripes were few and far befween.

Boffom line: “Twas the best evenf of the semes-
fer, hands down.
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MINUTES
WITH

...Goldfish & Blink, (GB) no
sfranger to any Malaysian,
The largest DJ duo (recenily
signed by Hardwell) in Ma-
laysia came by Monash Rev-
olufion to close the show with
Q sick sel and we managed
fo gef o quick chat with them
buf we forgot to ask if Goldfish
was name after his pel gold-
fish. ..

how long have you kmown
GB: About 16 years now.

whdl are your real names?
G: Alvin
B: Hoe Yin

where have you guys
played before?
GB: All around the world, re-
ally. We recenlly came back
from last year's world number
1 club in Brazil called Green
Valley.

if nél dis, what would you
likeTo be?

G: A fashion designer.

B: Baskelball player.

who/what is your biggest
snsninalion?

G: Ar the moment, Hardwell.
He really inspired us.

B: We were previously big
fans of Swedish House Mafia
now fhaf they've disbanded.
S0, Hardwell inspired us fo be
who we wanf 1o be; good DJs
and good producers.

G: He's also our friend whom
we mef and is a really amaz-

iNng guu.

where would be your dream
placeTo dj?

GB: We have two places ac-

fually; Ulira Music Festival and

Tomorrowland. We love fesfi-

vals because they have a dif-

ferent lype of energu.

B: Chicken Rice

G: Asam Laksa

INOOHT ATIWT A9 0IMIIAGTINI

coffee o vedbull?
GB: (simultaneously) Coffee!
We are big coffee drinkers,
parficularly black coffee.

GB: Sennheiser. That would
actually be the brand we want
fo own because they're the
best headphone makers. Or
perhaps a Goldfish & Blink or
GB brand.

do you believe in love al
G: Of course! Don'f you watch
movies?

B: I believe so foo. If you see
somefhing, you like if, you'd
go for it and i becomes your
love.

give a shodl cdllo

monash!
GB: We love Monash! IF was
fucking mad lasf year. We are
SO happy fo be back and be
a part of Monash Revolution.
There's a lof of energy and
people who are up for EDM.
Fucking amazing crowd!
We've prepared a lof of new
music and mashups and are
really amped up fo play for
fhis.
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PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF RICE|PHOTO
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"The kids in my primary school didn't
like me then because I was a fat, nerdy
girl with braces. In junior high, my mom

enrolled me in a personality development
class which developed my social skills,
table manners and make-up skills, which

‘ i . : 4
"Live with no regrets. I'd be braver, take
| more risks. There's one thing I would nev-
er want to lose and those are my friends,
especially the close friends. They've
stayed with me through the good times
and the bad!"

"what is your lifelong dream?"
"T've never thought of that.
I live in the present
because it's more exciting."

R,

helped me a bit. In senior high, I really liked

this guy but he said we could never be together
because I was fat. That really broke me. I then
went into a strict diet stage where I wouldn't
eat and did Muay Thai boxing. Looking back, I
was thinking why I tried so hard to impress

people. Today, I've stopped trying to do that and

just be myself."

"Do you think it is a successful project?"

| '"Yeah! Because we have an awesome leader!"

"How does it feel like to achieve success?"

"We felt handsome and proud. And how all
‘leng chai’ should feel."

"Its 3:15pm now. What are you
doing out here playing Frisbee?"
"T'd rather play Frisbee than going for classes"
"What class are you having now?"
"Maths tutorial”
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BY PAMELA CHOO
am always afraid of something; whether it's nof living up o certain sfandards | wanf for myself,
:[or having to part with my best friend who's leaving the counfry. | have come fo realize tharf ...
was afraid of change. And that realization came when one day, someone said fo me thaf
change is the only permanent thing in life. People will always come and go, sifuations will
change; somelimes over a period of fime or in a sudden, draslic way. I will be hard inifially, buf
ulfimarely, we have to accept thar we will always go through change. The moment we accepf

this, we leamn to appreciate all thar we have in the present; we learn to embrace life in a way
thar makes it seem beautiful.

LOVE DEEPLY AND
“ Portune WHOLE-HEARTEDLY.

avors the - |
In any situation when you have fallen in love

brave. ,’ with somerhing or someone, love deeply. It

might change you, buf that isn't necessarily
Latin Proverb a bad thing. You learn more about yourself
when you fall in love.

[ fell in love with wriling and playing music,

and i has become a place for me fo be
BE BRAVE TU MAKE complefely honest and fo figure our issues
that I've been sfruggling with. Music allows

DEEISIUNS THAT MAY me fo be creative and express myself when

somelimes | feel like | can'.

SEARE YUU- Don't be afraid fo love someone or some-

fhing, because they might help you to leam
something abour yourself that you never
really knew before.

There will be fimes when we are faced with
and something might hold you back. You feel
afraid of not being able fo succeed in the job
you applied for, or you start to second-guess
your choice of college maijor. &Q‘u \{0“ Io“e .
Have a liffle faith. You will never know until you Q.O )
fry. Take a day out fo reflect on your choic-

es and fake that first step. If it doesn't work

ouf, have the courage to start over or make

changes thaf will bring you closer fo whar you

fruly want,
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WRITE OR TALK ABOUT IT.

When | go through something new fhat
scares or overwhelms me, | write about

it | write abour all my doubfs and fears,
and my feelings about if, and i almosf
always makes me feel belter. I also helps
fo talk abour if with someone you frust;
perhaps even a complete sfranger. You
might come across a different perspective
fowards the difficult fime you're facing, and
you may come our feeling more positive
and energized about the new sifuation or
challenge.

I see that upsets you,

OO

Ty

4 B

LETTUCE 'discuss this further.

BE PATIENT AND
BE KIND TO YOURSELF.

Change can fake a while fo gef used fo,
SO give yourself some fime and space fo
be alone if you need fo. If you have had

a whole day of feeling down, don't beat
yourself up over it. We are human, and we
can only handle so much.

Allow yourself room fo be sad that some-
one you really care abour has moved
away, or fo feel nervous about starting
new job. You are you, and everyone deals
with change differently. Build up your
strength and courage af your own pace,
and everything will fall back info place in
due fime.

WHEN FEELING SCARED
OR ANXIOUS, EMBRACE
HEALTHY DISTRACTIONS.

I've found that disfracfions can be a good
fhing, as long as you know how fo conirol
them, insfead of the distraction conlfrolling
you. When I'm caught in the midst of an
issue and I've been thinking abour it for
longer than I'would like, | do something fo
disftract myself.

| fake a few hours ouf fo bake, gel on my
sfationary bike for half an hour, or go for a
walk. Gelling some fresh air and sunshine
is good for the soul, 100.

Ok, how many
maf 0'\'|'.on5
have. you dome?




This is nol a fairy fale. There are
fimes where | could honestly
say that | have feared for my
life. Buf through those fimes ['ve
managed fo poke my head
through the murky unknown
and info the wonderful sunny
fropical counfry that | can
gladly call home.

My name is Don, and | am an
ambassador, an adventurer,
and an engineer. Today | tell
you of my experiences in

this wonderful couniry called
Malaysia. | have been in
Malaysia for abour fen weeks
and I've experienced food,
people and environmen's in
fhat fime, all of which are quite
different to thaf of home. Home
for me is Melbourne, Auslralia.

| would say the biggest confrasf
| have experienced between
here and back home is the
climate. II's nof that i's not as
hof back in Australia, bur the
humidity here in Malaysia
makes this fropical island
different to Australio. Affer some
fime, it gefs easier, bur there
are sfill those days where you
just can't sfay ouf of an air-
conditioned room for very long.

Being a sfudent in Malaysio
proves fo be much more
affordable than being one

in Australia. The Malaysian
currency has been one of the
things that have allowed many
adventures fo be had here.

BY DON ANTHONY

Even having fo pay for meals
has proved fo be much easier
in fhis couniry in comparison fo
Ausiralia. That coupled with the
wonderful diversity of Malay,
Chinese and Indian food has
made the food experience in
fhis counfry one of the greater
fhings fo enjoy on a day-fo-day
basis.

The culiural diversity | have
managed o winess here in
Malaysia is always something
| can come fo appreciate.
Granfed we do fend o have
quite a vast range of cultural
diversity back in Ausfralia; buf
fhe extent fo which the culfure is
expressed here has become
somelhing you can stare af
with fascination, delight and
admirafion. This ranges from
fhe Hindu culture seen af Batu
Caves, o that of the Muslim
people af the Nafional Mosque
and Islamic Arts Museum,

as well as with the Chinese
Buddhist Temples or the
Catholic Churches and
Cathedrals thaf | have visited in
my fime here in Malaysia.

I've managed fo fravel fo
differenf fowns and fourist
affractions so far in Malaysia,
such as Taman Negara and
Melaka, which show jusf

how beautiful a counfry like
Malaysia fruly can be. I've also
wilnessed fhis during my visits
fo some of the surrounding
islands such as the Pangkor
and Perhenlian Islonds.
Malaysia has also proven

fo have a wonderful city life
following my explorations
around KLCC and ofher areas
of Kuala Lumpur, not fo mention
the brilliant nightlife the city has
to offer.

What I've seen so far in
Malaysia has been nothing
short of amazing, | can only
imagine what other wonderful
experiences I'm bound fo
encounter as | further confinue
fo explore and uncover the
beauty of this wonderful
couniry!
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GREEN 31EY
PROMGTIONAL ooy

— T'__ -
"what do you like about this game?" "I would like to try cross-dressing
"It reminds me of liquid buoyancy and I one day. See if people would
love liquid buoyancy!" buy what I wear."

1

'T don't get how iced Milo is really warm at
the bottom yet really cold at the top. Also,
I have plenty of Milo packets in my fridge."

"Yes! I love fried ice cream!"

"whether a ‘po-tae-to’ or a ‘po-tah-to, it
K . L is still a potato at the end of the day.
"T'm still learning. They make fries.

| "How pro are you at pool?"
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Twemg eight days, 8 departments,

1 team, 1 car. Team Monash Alpha
Group of 8, that's what we call
ourselves. There's nothing particularly spe-
cial abourf us, we're just ordinary universiry
sfudents. We sfudy hard, play harder. Yet
we had one thing in common: victory. Our
goal: build a car and represent Monash
University af the Shell Eco Marafhon in
February 2014. We succeeded in designing
and building the car in less than 28 days,
before shipping if fo Manila where the com-
peliion would be held.

The last few days before the competition,
everyone experienced mixed feelings. |
could hardly sleep; my mind racing with
fhoughts of our performance af the com-
pefifion. Despite being in the midsf of the
Chinese New Year, | was e least infer-
ested in the celebrations. My feam-mates
fel the same. Endless discussions, on the
experience ahead of us, lafer, we arrived in
Manila.

2014 IN LUNETA

PHOTOS BY LIM ENG HUI & JEREMY LIM

Shell
Eco-marathon

PARK, MANILA

_.———~,_.‘ : &
—

Alfter being greeted warmly af the airport
upon our arrival, | felf a grear sense of
welcoming from the Shell staff. The fense
afrmosphere within the team lightened up, as
we walked around the fown near our hotel,
as well as the area where the competifion
was held: Lunefa Park. Af the Park, we were
reminded of the scale of the compelifion

we were facing as we walched the com-
pefiion being sel-up as well as the couniry
flags being hoisfed. The leisurely walk soon
furned info @ reconnaissance mission fo
plan our winning sfrafegy.

Day 1 of the compefifion was more siress-
ful than a final exam. We made allies, and
identified porential competitors. Everyone
was mostly friendly, sharing experiences
and knowledge. Opening the crafe confain-
ing our car we were relieved o know our car
compared well with others, despite being
completed in less than a month. As the
days wore on, we became more worried
abour passing the technical/ safety

=
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inspection, as many parfs of our car weren't
fully complefed. Two days later, we completed
everything and rolled out the car fo the inspec-
fion area. Despite passing the inspections for
weight and dimensions, we failed those for
fhe brakes, steering and seaf-bell, We were
devastated. After all the hard work we had put
in, posifivily was low.

WE SET ASIDE OUR
DISAPPOINTMENT AND
DISCUSSED IMPROVEMENTS.

Regardless of the disappoiniments of the
previous day, we kepl ourselves composed
as we carried the school's name as a pro-
fessional team and fixed our mistakes. Our
efficiency levels increased exponentially and
by early evening, we had managed fo fix all
known problems. With assistance from the
very dedicated Dr. Kenny, our brakes wenf
from zero to hero in less than a day. The mo-
ment we passed the 20 degree slope fest for
brakes, we shouted and cheered; some of the
inspectors even clapped for us. Af the design
fest stage, the inspectors were impressed by
our solufions to the design errors in the sfeering
system! They even called in more inspectors
fo verify, as they couldn't believe how well we
had fixed the errors. When we overheard him
saying “Thar is impossible, | don't believe ",
we were elated.

WITH THAT, WE JOINED THE 30 TEAMS OUT OF A 130 WHO
PASSED THE INSPECTIONS.

Our work was nof yer done. We sfill had race day for me. When it was our furm af the
engine funing fo maximize our fuel efficiency. urban concept race, we rolled the carto the
That night, as we worked, | felf that the feam pif, filled the tank and finalized last minute in-
was more fthan just a feam. Despife running spections, before being pushed fo the staring
on less than 12 hours of sleep over the past line. I started the engine and waited for the
few days, our support group remained with lanes to clear. With tension building, | watched
us. The next day, we woke up feeling mofivat- for the handler fo wave the green flag.

ed, bur I was feeling especially fense as if was
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AND THEN | WAS OFF!

Alfter further engine funings, we wenf for o
second run. Our resulfs were on the best of

5 runs, so we slill had a chance. This was
when the sifuation gof worse. The 2nd run
was worse than expected. We managed only
5 laps before fuel ran our and | had o be
pushed off the frack by marshals. We tuned
the engine again, bur due fo fime constraints,
we were allowed one final fry.

This fime, we did slighfly more than 7 laps,
but sfill far from the 10 lap minimum. We were
disappointed, but accepled he resulls as we
cleared our.

The next morning, we boarded the plane as
we s0id our goodbyes to Manila. We left,
regrelting our inability fo refurn home with the
frophy, bur we refurned as proud Monashians.
We leff Manila proud thar we came close o
complefing the 10 laps and being placed
either 1sf or 2nd, seeing as how many ofher
cars did nof pass inspectlions and only 1
complefed the 10 laps.

Nonetheless, lack of sleep, the bonding as

As car accelerated fo 30 kmph, [ fel a we faced difficuliies fogether, the impact we
sense of achievement; nof just for mysef, made af the compelition as first fimers, racing
bur our feam as a whole who pur in days regardless of our froubles on the frack, made
and nights of fireless work. IFwas a euphor- the entire competiion a worhwhile experience.
ic and emofional moment. As | commu-

nicafed with the resf of the feam over rhﬁ FA'LURES W“.l. BE FA“.URES,
ear-piece, | could sense their worry af the

coanDirion of the car. After all, we wgre sim- BUT THEY WII-I- SERVE AS I-ESSUNS

olu second uear sluderis who had made o 10 US AS WE ARE DETERMINED T0 WIN!

car in 28 days! Despite the fuel running out
affer | had complefed 7 of the 10 required
laps, we felf a huge sense of achievemen!
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"Do you play badminton a lot?"
"Not really"
"who are you waiting for?"
"My friends; some went for meetings, some
went to eat."

"I feel very uncomfortable living in a place for more
than 6 months at a time. Maybe because I've been travel-
ling since I was a child- so I adjust really quickly but

I don't want to stay there for long."
"So how long have you been here at Monash Malaysia?"
"3 years."
"How is that working out for you?"
"Oh, it's torture."

"I think Malaysian students are incred-

ibly smart and are absolutely brilliant.

Perhaps they could try to look at things

with different lenses next, for everyone's
story is different.

"I'm South African. People always think
Tm Australian. When they ask why I'm
white, T just reply saying I stay in the
shade all the time."

“Wwhat do you love about cats so
much?"
"There’s no reason to love anything."

"How I feel about studying here at
Monash? Stressful. It is like a big twist
in life and it is very different. I have

to be independent in everything"
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"It takes me 7 minutes to "T would be terrified if I were to drive in

sun Wg;;;’ §§gr§ml\§.?in$§’lcqht§his‘” Malaysia. I can’t stand traffic jams."

0 ; b | i
"A true teacher will always be "I find that one of the best ways to get to
- 5 know this city and its people is to walk,
happy when he is teachlng, take the train, the bus and just observe -
no matter what." the ordinary will reveal itself."

i g

"First though as I stepped into Monash " D - .
today? well, I have .assignmer_lts due, and I d_OIlt have tlme fOI‘
I need to get my hair and nails done for proper lunch!

Monash Cultural Night!"



[24]

“vou're studying [T?”
“why IT?”

Why? Well for some of us, iI's because we have an actual, legif inferest in all things compuler.
Some of us are inferested in programming, how a computer works, while ofhers are inferested in
software development or the applications of information fechnology (IT). Then there are the ones
who wanfed fo do engineering buf did not make the cur (they excel in the course biw). There's
also those who did nof know what fo do in life (1.e. me) and decided o hipster-up, go againsf the
grain and delve into the deep unknown: computer science.

P.S- THINGS YOU LEARN IN COMPUTER SCIENCE/IT SYSTEMS ARE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM COMPUTER ENGINEERING, ALTHOUGH I FIND THAT ONLY
MY ENGINEERING COUSINS CAN UNDERSTAND THE PAIN WE ENDURE. WE LEARN HOW TO SOLVE PROBLEMS AND WRITE PROGRAMS/SOFTWARE
(OR SOME SEMBLANCE TO IT). THEY LEARN HOW TO BUILD THE DAMN COMPUTER!

“Can you fix my PC?”

IF I had a ringgit (not dollar, lel's be realistic here) for every fime | gef asked that question, I'd be
rolling in money like Daddy Warbucks. Here's my standard answer — No. Here's why not. This
Venn diagram (don’t we all like one of these?) easily disproves this commmon generalization.

The infersection conslitutes the populafion of sfu-

dents who can actually fix your computer. In lay- : l :
man ferms, not all IT students can fix your PC buf : X of
there are some who can. Inversely, it is nof only IT n

IT sfudents who can fix your computer; there are kja(s IT
other kind souls in Monash who fakes inferest in K'ds
fixing computers (cough...compufer engineers. .. '

cough). | popuhﬁm of M)N"ﬁ'l

“My laptop cannot connect to the Wifi, can you fix it?”

Well... Somefimes. We can change your proxy or DNS seffings (nefwork lingo garble, don'’t
mind i) but what we can't do is fix the WiFi for you. Remember when the WiFi reached the
“maximum capacity login™? Or when it was incredibly slow af the start of the semester? We
can't help you make the WiFi speed faster or solve the conneclivity problems. The most we

can do is offer emotional support af such desperate and painful imes, because we live on the
infernet too, we know them feels,
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“Do you have a course in Microsoft (MS)
Office?”

or poTo 2
“Can you teach me how to use Microsoft
Powerpoint?”

We do nothave a courses on “"MS Word/Powerpoint/Excel 101", [ find it amusing how people
fhink we have acfual units that feach you how to use software. Well, as a maifter of fact, we do, but
fhese soffware are usually ones fo aid us in our unifs and are not as convenfional as MS Power-
poinf. We learn how fo use data mining tools like WEKA and Integrated Development Environment
(IDE) software like Eclipse, Apfana or NefBeans and such. II's safe fo say, | would not use such
software unless | really have fo (damn assignments!).

“Got job ah?”

Conltrary fo your beliefs, most generic articles abour the “fop fen most desired graduates” al-
ways have computer science/IT on their lisfs! IFis comforting fo know that all the perseverance
fhrough the tough times will eventually pay off, and quite lucratively as well!

You know what they say: if you're an accounfing graduate where jobs are scarce, you can af
least work as an auditor. Likewise with IT graduates- if you can't find a job, you can always be
a programmer. People always need programmers (or so says all the articles floating around
Facebook).

“IT got girls meh?
I heard IT guys are prettier than the girls.”

Yes there are, there are a small percentage of us, but we exist. Albell, such occurrences are as
rare as a unicorn sighting. It is not uncommon fo see one girl surrounded by a fhrong of guys in
fhe school of IT, neither is it uncommon to altend @ tutorial class to only notice you're one of two
girls halfway into the semester (frue sfory bro). However, I'd like fo think that we are sfill preftier
than the guys.

“Whoa, the school of IT still exists?”

Yes i does, I was a discipline bur now we have enough sfudents fo be considered as a
school! Go first years! We walk among you, we breathe the same air, we eaf the same
crappy Lunchbox food and we're always there...wafching... buf disappear when your

Stahp. Pls.
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A FEW MOMENTS WITH

1. People like David Beck-

ham and Ryan Gosling that
can pull off the whole com-
forfable yel stylish ook, re-
gardless i being in a suif or
even somefhing as casual
as swed pants and a fee
2. "Oh, you guys have if
smooth and easy there. Al (SCHUUL UF ARTSé
of you always look chilled. It

shirt or a tank fop.

must be fun enh...?” Mr & Ms SASS was
organized to allow

3. A good pair of shorfs, a sfudents fo display their

polo fee and flip flops. creafivily in ferms of

fashion. Organized by

BALAKARTHIK ALARA\" PILLA| # # ©9oo0d fiting suil iho the School of Arfs rep-

goes along with any for- resentatives, it aimed
mal or casual shirf, a pair of fo bring our the fun and
jeans that looks good with oufgoing side

anything, and fthe biggest
must have accessory would

be a warch!

1. ‘What/who inspires
your fashion?

5. Leather frousers (unless
you belong to a biker group,
oryou're a hairdresser or i's
some sort of fefishism you're
info)

3. ‘What is your most
comfortable oulfit?

5. ‘What is a fashion
no-no to you?



% M

% SOCIAL SCIENCESY)

99

of sfudenfs through
fheir elaborafe and
flamboyant oulffits. We
managed fo pick their
SASS-y brains a'lil and
hopefully gain some
fashion fips (kinda sick
of the shorts + slip-
pers combo zz2)!

2.

‘What is the typical re-
Ply you receive from
people when you tell
them you're from SASS?

. ‘Name 3 pieces of cloth-

ingjaccessory that
every girljguy should
own.

1. Well, before [ looked o the In-
ternel for inspiration, | dressed
according fo my insfincts. ..
and fhat didn't work our so
well. So I've got fo thank the
Insfagram profiles of fashion-
able individuals thar I stalk late
ar night. Eventually, | learned
how o dress according fo my
body fype — something | find
really useful.

2. 1's more or less of, ‘oh, you

definitely look like an arfs sfu-

denf’. Most of the fime | just
hope iI's said in a posiive
context,

3. Anything that involves no
bra and swealpants. Swear-
pants are universal. They are
for everything. As for the bra,
anyone who wears one would
know what I'm falking about.

4. A good pair of leather
shoes; practical ones can
go through anything and sfill
accompony you years down
fhe road, a watch you can
frust fo keep your life on frack
and a whife blouse; although

[27]

ANIS NADIR JILID

i's high maintenance, it can 5. Crocs. | don'f think I'd ever con-
make any oulfit look effortless.  sider purchasing fhose for mysel.
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T0 THE END OF THE EARTH

BY HELENA DODGE-WAN

/1" PHOTOS BY PAUL KOH @ KEZERK IMAGING

Asked fo describe my recent frip
fo Antarclica, I'm offen af a loss for
words. How does one accurafely

describe the majesty and beauly of
the world’s coldes!, driest and most
barren confinent?

b

_ S one of fhree winners of Prudential’s

' A PRU4Anfarclica confest, we were

' given the chance fo join the Inferna-

ional Antarctic Expedition 2014, led by Rob-

L Swan OBE., one of ihe leading figures

"IN polar expediions.The first man 1o walk 1o
poththe Norhrand South Pole, Robert. Swan
now runs a company-calledi20447 special-
izing in susf@inable developmeni, climate
change awareness and leadership devel-
opment. Together, they also champion the
Anfarctic Treaty for the conlinued preservation
of the Antarcfic wildemess.

Affer more than 24 hours spent on cramped
planes and fransitin Rio de Janeiro, we were
glad fo finally arrive in Buenos Aires fo calch
a quick night's sleep before the flightto Ush-
uaia, the southernmost city in the world and
main port for ships heading info the Anfarctic.
Stunning mounfain vistas and a bird's eye
view of the Beagle Channel accompanied
our furbulent flight. Robert Swan himself and
fhe rest of the 2041 team greeled our safe
arrival. The chilly air and blusfery winds were
reminders of just how far south we already
were.

Our days in Ushuaia were spent on short
nature freks, rope fechnigue fraining and
muliiple safety briefings from fhe 20471 feam.
Sustainabilily and leadership falks were also
a key part of the ifinerary. On our last day, we
hiked up Martial Glacier overlooking Ushuaia
and the Beagle Channel. Along the hike,
Robert Swan pointed out ihal thesroek thakwe
were hiking on was once covered by glacial
ice fhat has been quickly receding for fhe
lasl few decades:

The following day, a sense of excilement
and frepidation was palpable in the air as we
made our way o the docks o the Sea Spiril,
our home for fhe coming days. The enlire
feam eagerly boarded as i began fo snow
Alfer lofs of photo faking on the upper decks;
we received our briefing from fhe ship’s crew
in preparation for fhe crossing of Drake Pas-
sage and the resf of our journey.

The mere name of the Drake Passage is
enough fo sfrike fear inte the hearts of most
sailors. Calm as a lake affimes and ex-
fremely freacherous af others, the Drake
Passage is fhe sfrefch of ocean connecling
the fip of South America and the northern
poink of the Antarctic Peninsula. For us, the
crossing was fwo days of whai felf like being
inside a washing machine.



'an
| O

. )

Despite the relatively mild weather
condifions, many feam members
were confined o fheir beds as the
ship heaved and swayed, as the
rest of us wafched albafrosses and
pefrels fly info the unending horizon
of @cean. I seemed incredible thaf
previous infrepid explorers had
crossed fhis lonely, frozen expanse
of sea in nothing more than wood-
en sailing ships!

AFTER TWO DAYS AT SEA, LAND
WAS SIGHTED; A MASSIVE
ICEBERG TOWERING LIKE
A WHITE BEACON.

Fortunately, we were blessed with
a cold yef clear, sunny day and
soon, More icebergs were sighted.
That evening, we were freated [0

Q specfacular sunsel among the
spifs of land that make up the be-
ginning of the Antarctie Peninsula.

The next morning, @ sunrise over
snowcapped peaks accompanied
our delicious breakiast buffer as

we made our way info the Lemaire
Channel. Narrow, iceberg-filled
and covered by staggering cliffs
on bofh sides, the channel required
careful and precise navigation from
fhe ship's fantastic crew. Once we
leff the clausirophobic beauty of the
Lemaire Channel, the boat slowed
fo a stop, safely in a bay of ice-
bergs, also known as an iceberg
graveyard.

b

/
N

In groups of 8 including a guide, the
feam boarded the Zodiac boats.
Our first stop was a Genfoo penguin
(Pygoscelis papua) colony perched
afop a rock formation.

T WAS A GLEEFUL MOMENT, AS THIS
WAS THE FIRST TIME MANY OF US
HAD SEEN PENGUINS!

Leaningwever the side of the Zodiac,
we could spofihe penguins zooming
ihrough fhe grysiol clear blue waters.
Further on, @ huge Crabeater sedl
(Lobodon carcinophaga), lay on an
iceberg amidst ifs own poop. We cir-
cledikfrom a safe distance, walching
i excitedly unfil the smell became foo
much for us fo bear.

The second half of the day was
spent af Port Charcof, the bay where
French Polar explorer Jean-Baptiste
Charcol spent a good deal of fime
during his multiple Anfarclic expe-
ditions. Here we practiced rope
fechnigues to prepare for the upcom-
ing glacier hike'and gol fo see more
Gentoo penguins abound. Siffing in
the snow, | wafched these adorable
and awkward creafures af home in
their colonies, seemingly oblivious fo
our presence.

On day eight, we enjoyed the sun
as we visited Estacion Cienlffica
Almirante Brown or Brown Station,
one of the summer research stafions
operated by Argenfina. Unfortunately,
as winter was soon approaching,
the base had been closed for the
season and the only occupants leff
were more Genfoo penguins.
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The rest of the day we hiked amongst
the stunning landscapes of Skon-

forp Cove, Paradise Harbour and
Neko Harbour and got the chance to
view huge glaciers of ice and snow,
perched on the edge of Antarctic land.
Watching chunks of a fhousand year
old glacier calving info the sea was an
all too clear reminder of global climate
change.

That night we camped in the snow

on Rongeé Island. Armed with only a
shovel, a couple of sleeping bags,

thin mats and a farpaulin, we set up
camp by digging through the snow. We
shaped ouf a hollow ond builf low walls
fo protect from the crosswings.

HUDDLED TOGETHER, WE GAZED UP
AT THE NIGHT SKY AND DRANK IN THE
UTTER SILENCE OF ANTARCTICA.

The next moming, we awoke fo the
sounds of birds flying overhead and
penguins in fhe disfance. As the sun
rose, we packed up wafched over by
sleepy seals. Back on the ship,-affer a
hearty breakfast, we headed back to
our cabins fo cafch up on some sleep.
However, the sleep was shorf-lived as
the crew sighted humpback whales nof
far from the ship.

The number and close proximity of the
whales warranted another Irip in the
/Zodiacs. We bundled back up in layers
of fleece jackefs and waterproof clothes
and hopped on board the Zodiacs.
Our guide drove through choppy seas
fo a small cove where a humpback
whale was swimming idly. We furmed
off the motor and watched patiently as
the whale cautiously approached the
Zodiac.

The whale circled our boats for over an hour,
diving under and belween the Zodiacs,
demonsfrafing a quief playful curiosity. En-
thralled by this asfounding animal, we gof
sprayed muliiple fimes by the whale's blow-
hole! The whipping winds and the dropping
femperafure was nothing compared fo the
experience of being a hand's reach away
from a whale. Our guide remarked that in all
her years guiding in Anfarcfica, no-one had
ever goffen so close to a whale before.

Alter thar mind-blowing-experience, we -hoped
fo spend the rest of the day calmly absorbing
all'the amazing memories of the morning. We
were wrong.

AS SOON AS WE GOT BACK T0 THE SHIP, WE
WERE TOLD THE POLAR PLUNGE WAS UP NEXT!

Polar plunges may seem like an insane idea
fo most. A group of supposedly sane people
voluntarily jumping off a perfectly warm safe
ship info the frigid ocean wearing nothing but
a basic swimsuit. And for what? Major brag-
ging righfs and the coldest minufe of your
lifefime!

Surprisingly, more than half the feam eagerly
lined up fo take the polar plunge. One of the
last people inline, | almostlost my nerve a
few fimes as | waifed for the ofhers fo fake the
plunge. In nothing more than my Monash
t-shirt and a thin pair of yoga pants, | jumped
off fhe Zodiac into the -2°C ocean. The shock
of the cold did nof hit me immediately bur as |
came up gasping for air, | swallowed a huge
mouthful of salfly Anfarctic water!



As the cold hit me, | paddled out o the sup-
port boatl fo swim back as fasr as | could, after
which I spent several hours thawing out in the
ship’s hot tub.

Orca whale (killer whale) sighfings greefed us
the next moming as we reached the Gerlache
Straight. Our last hike took place af Brown
BIuff, a glacier on the side of a fuya (or flat-
fopped volcano). Covered in ice and snow,
the hike up Brown BIuUff was a feam challenge
requiring coordination fo avoid slipping and
sliding. The view from the fop made the frek
worthwhile. In the distance, dark clouds were
rolling in and we could sense bad weather
closing around on us, as we hurried back fo
the ship.

A CATEGORY 12 STORM ON THE BEAUFORT
SCALE WAS HEADING OUR WAY.

One of the worst storms of the season, iFwas
bringing ferocious winds and exiremely chop-
py seas along. The captain and crew pow-
ered the ship as fast as possible fo gel out of
harm's way.

Before we leff the cover of the Antarcfic Pen-
insula, we made one last sfop fo E-Base
near Bellingshausen Station on King George
Island. E-Base is an educational base sef
up by Robert Swan and 2041 with the aim

of educafing people around the world on the
importance of substantialitly and renewable
energy. Despife being on the Earth’'s most re-
moaote confinent, the E-Base is fully powered by
renewable energy. Due fo weather and fime
conslraints, we weren't able fo disembark.
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The nexi two days were fense as we sailed
back across the Drake Passage. We held
our breath until we reached the safe shelrer of
the Beagle Channel and Cape Horn. Soon
enough, South America was visible on the
horizon and we sighed in relief.

Our ship was lucky fo be given permission

by the coas! guard and lighthouse operator

fo gef within 2 naufical miles of the Cape Hom
memorial. Looking ouf as we rounded Cape
Horn, everyone reflected on fhe life-changing
experiences over he last week. Reminiscing
abour penguins, we leff Anfarclica behind

us biltersweel, as we began fo formulafe our
future plans fowards environmental awareness
and preserving the Anfarctic confinent.

A special word of gratitude fo Robert Swan,
the 2041 team and Prudenfial Malaysia. | am
forever grateful fo have been given this experi-
ence of g lifefime!

“If Antar ctica were music it would be Mozart.
Art, and it would be Michelangelo. ‘Titerature,
and it would be Shakespeare. And yet it is some-
thing even greater; the only place on earth that
is still as it should be. May we never tame it.”

- Andrew ‘Denton
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the importance of

INFORMATION
LITERACY

a@aawm%reminderag%owm),ttawundedmted

scrolling fhrough Facebook, Twilter, or

any social media websife when you
come across a seemingly normal updare
from a friend related fo a current event — be it
a nafural disaster, a recent happening on the
poliical scene, or even an upcoming haircut
promotion by Kim Jong-Un & Co. (by the
way, if's fofally free if you live in North Korea).

Im@g'ne fhis scenario: you're randomiy

Something abour the post cafches your
affention. I appears o be a fifbif of fact, a
stafement or ftwo fthat you've never seen
before. I makes sense fo you, or you might
happily agree with if - so you make a menial
nofe of if in your already overcluftered
brain (@ssuming you're a normal university
student), and, if you feel socially responsible,
you re-post if fo lef your friends know. Job
done, you resume your nonchalanf surfing.

Except thal the sfalement
accepfed as fact. .. justisn'.

you've just

In an age where anyone can make fheir
fhoughts known fo all via the |.T. megaphones
we know as Facebook, Twiter, Reddi,
Friendster (waif, whal?) among ofhers, if has
become a walk in the park fo disseminate
poth information and misinformation fo the
general public. While fthis is harmless most
of the fime, informafion abuse can have
nafional-level consequences, and one does
nof have fo look back very far fo see such
examples.

A recenf case in point: fhe sfil-unsolved
mystery of Flight MH370. The many false

leadsonthe unfortunate aircraft's whereabours,
posted on social media websites, as well
as reporfed on reputable news channels,
only served fo bring unwanfed confusion o
a case already full of it. | echo a senfiment
mentioned before; only because this author
feels that not everyone has yer fo leamn this:
what if you were one of the close relafives of
the missing passengers, forced fo endure an
emofional roller coaster of hopes rejuvenated
and dashed again - simply because a few
social media users wished fo seek aftention?

Even more disturbing fthough, is fthe
possibility that the ramifications of this social
phenomenon may nof just be confined fo the
present.

A lifle more than three years ago, we as a
nafion were gripped in the fears of radiation
poisoning due fo the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear disaster. The fallour from this fragedy
was both figurafive and literal, with a fsunami of
anfi-nuclear false information having spread
like wildfire throughout social media af the fime
(fhe author has also heard reporfs that Bruce
Banner had resurfaced immediately after the
evenr).

There is, however, a fairly large wrench in the
works. Three years on, a recent poll by the
American Nafional Science Foundafion has
shown that barely 15% of Malaysians have an
accurate understanding of what radioactivity
is. I is an inferesting, yel disfurbing statistic
given that our population should have a more
complefe understanding of such a relevant
fopic in order fo have a sfrong sfand on .



While the author does nof refute the need
for a high level of caufion o be exercised in
dealing with nuclear fechnology, as well
as the fruly harmful effects that come with ifs
abuse, with the public perception of nuclear
power having been severely, and perhaps
exaggerafedly, denfed by fthis event, the pace
of nuclear power-related fechnology has been
markedly slowed. Furthermore, this comes af
a fime where a source of carbon-free energy
needs o be developed as soon as possible fo
counteract our emissions of climate-changing
greenhouse gases.

The above two examples are only two of
counfless instances of how misinformation
plays a major role in our daily life, albeit o
negative one. This is where information liferacy
steps in.

So what exactly is information lireracy? Confrary
fo inifial perceptions, high-IQ characters are not
necessarily information liferate. Neither is your
walking encyclopaedic friend who seems o
have every lifle useful (and also useless) fact
crammed inside his/her head. In layman's
ferms, an individual who is information literafe
has the skills and ability fo refrieve, use, and
most imporfantly, discern correct information.
In short, it is fo have a degree of informational
COMMOoN sense,

Hence, allow me o poinf ouf the by-now
elephantine question in the room: How can
one fry fo be more information liferate?

Whether we know if or nof, we have already
learnt fo be somewnhat liferate, information-
wise, with our fenure in the academic world
(fhe author is basing this on the assumption
thar the reader is among the ©.01% of students
which has af least an inkling of what college
coursework is). This is especially apparent
whenever one embarks on the mystical
guest of penning a university assignment. As
one provides cifafions and references for an
assignment, he/she must distinguish the
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incredible sources from thecredible sources
which can be used. Is I buf a small
progression fo employ the same frame of
mind fo whatever stafement or factoid thaf
pops up in social media’?

A post on social media gefs its fuel from the
people who like, promofe and share if, and
fhe parties who wish fo further their social
standing by hook or by crook undersfand
this fact very well. Al if fakes is for them o
craff a posf that is either ourrageous yef
somewhar logical, or so relevant as fo nof
be ignored, and half of the job is done for
fhem. For example, how many spyware or
virus warnings have you received that you
have, with some digging on Google, found
fo be unirue?

The hope of this author is o see a sociefy
where such posts are instanfly made fo be
dead in the water by discerning social media
users; all i fakes is for each user fo execute
a simple background check fo ascertain the
veracity of fhe post.

Then again, It is also a fad negligent
fo discount the emalional aspect of fthe
situation. This author recalls a quote by Henri
Poincaré, a French mathematician, physicist
and philosopher: “We know how cruel the
fruth offen is, and wonder if delusion is more
consoling”. Or, fo pur more simply as stafed
by Gloria Steinem: “the fruth, once found, will
sef you free, buf first it will more than likely
piss you off”,

With that in mind, i can be seen that we
may be equipped with the fools necessary
fo discern the right from the wrong, and fthe
fact from the ficlion. However, withouf fhe
mofivation fo use them, we are buf back fo
where we started. To conclude, we arrive af a
point before one even begins fo delve info the
issue of information literacy. Here the author
would like fo leave the reader with a question:
will you find the fruth, or yours alone?

WORDS BY YEOH CHIN VERN
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; . . ”what’ the difference between a student
"what do you enjoy about playing this game?" E0) 2 leerpares

"Pilaying with friends! "It's all about a change in perspective and
We can't be studying every day!" | an increase in responsibility."

" '.. gL -
" K 0 3
My dad’s an aeronautical engineer and my "I believe in karma. My parents’ divorce was

| mom's a mat}}ematici‘an. LOg"iC’S &l pretty ‘E)ig a significant event in my life, but I believe
part of my life; buying this outfit required there's a reason everything happens.”

'l

a lot of internal reasoning'

"what motivates you to work out?" 'I'm playing a guitar without a string.
"Self-satisfaction” 1 string missing is still kinda weird."
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"what were you staring at?"

"People think dancing is about the beat it s et ot o o e el

but it's not. It's about expressing your-

self and it especially helps if you don't "Are you thinking of ’.buy:i'.'ng
know how to convey yourself in words. it for someone special?
Just combine sound and expression!" "Nope. Nobody in mind."

"3 things I always say to my friends "T used to party a lot and now I've stopped,
who want to start working out: research, but people still think that I do."
apply and modify. Remember that no one "So why did you stop?"

else knows your body better than you "well, because I started at Monash!"

know it yourself!

"What's the best thing about your other
half?

is #2- It's definitely her good personality

Sis #1- Hmmm.. my sister may seem confused,

but is surprisingly observant. She makes

wise decisions and even secretly protects
me even though I'm the older one!"
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Unifed Nafions (MUN) Sociely has been sending a delegation o the World MUN conference
held annually, and the 2014 conference in Brussels, Belgium, was no exception. The World

MUN conference, rightfully called “the Olympics of the MUN" is the only MUN conference which
may submit opinions and ideas fo the United Nafions ifself.

S ince their debut af the conference in Vancouver, Canada in 2012, the Monash Model

BY-NARDIA BUHARY - ' §- LA AR ALY
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Twelve of us would be
representing Monash Universiry
Malaysia in Brussels from the
17th-21st March 2014,

Sevenfeen hours, seven movies
and two flight changes lafer later
(Doho- Brussels was on the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner! Woohoo)
we arrived in Brussels, greefed by
freezing femperatures! Brrir!

This year over 2000 delegates,
from over 60 nations, would be
discussing fopics as diverse as
sfafe building in Africa, the use
of drones, access fo finance

in posf- conflict areas, global
enfrepreneurship, causes of
healh disparifies, access fo
health care as well as the current
situation and furure of refugees.

We were privileged fo use venues
such as Egmont Palace and

The Hotel for the conference.
Despite the name, the Palace is
no longer inhabifed by royalty, bur
is used frequently by the Councll
of the European Union (EU) for
meelings. Imagine how we felr
sitfing in the very same sears as
the President of the Council and
other global policymakers, and
wrifing on the very same fables
where significant inferational
decisions are made? I's
indescribable. We were part of
fhe history, while hoping fo make
hisfory.
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My co-delegare Agnes and | were
discussing ethnic conflict. Over
five days of sessions, we explored
the definifions, causes, impacts
and solufions to ending efhnic
conflicts existing around the world,
After hours of infense negoliations
and discussions convincing ofher
delegates why the Swiss model to
approaching and tackling ethnic
conflict was useful, the committee
reached a consensus.

AT THE FINAL SESSION, ALL CARDS
ON THE TABLE, THE DOORS ARE
LOCKED AND VOTING BEGINS.

No discussions, jusf voling. After
an infense couple of minutes,
one of the resolutions we were
signatories fo were passed with @
large majority. Yay!

That brought the official debate to
an end and it was fime to move
info the countless selfies and
groupsies! This year's conference
wass special whereby delegates
could send chocolafes, flowers
and nofes fo other delegales;
open opportunifies fo subfly hint to
those hot guys/girls you've been
eyeing fhe whole conference. A
few delegates sent cheeky notes
fo the commiffee chairs as well
(You know who you are)!
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Being my first MUN conference, | would be
lying if I said I wasn't overwhelmed af first by
fhe expertise of many of the delegates, the
process, as well as the infense preparation
required before and during sessions.

DISCUSSIONS PROGRESS QUICKLY
AND BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU'RE INTO
MODELLING WORKING PAPERS AND
PRESENTING RESOLUTIONS.

Yel, you leam to adopl quickly as the debale
evolves and before long you're merging

allied blocs and garnering support for working
papers over quick lunches and coffee breaks.
Switzerland was successful in merging

with and being part of 3 of the 4 resolufions
presented. I was a wonderful sense of
accomplishment.

Irwasn't all hard work though. There were
plenty of opportunities fo mingle with ofher
delegates af the social events arranged.
Global Village held the night before the first
conference session brings together a myriad
of cultures with delegafions presenting food,
clothing and even performances from their
home counfries.

The other social events were themed: comic
book heroes, where most delegates dressed
up as fheir favouritre comic book characters,
and cabarel night featuring fun and energelic
performances! We were blown away by some
of those sequences. Wow, just wow!

T WAS GOOD T0 SEE EVERYONE
LETTING THEIR HAIR DOWN AFTER SOME
PARTICULARLY INTENSE SESSIONS,
T0 HAVE A SUPER TIME!

We spenf the final weekend exploring fhe
sights and sounds of Brussels and the
Belgian counfryside. Thank God for superbly
efficient frain and fram sysfems! Bruges is

a beaufiful scenic city in the Flemish region

of Belgium, where we visited a food fesfival,
sampling some of the couniry’s iconic dishes,
as well as the local cuisine.

NOTHING BEATS THOSE AMAZING BELGIAN
WAFFLES COVERED IN CHOCOLATE, CREAM
AND STRAWBERRIES!

Not fo forgef the chocolates. Oh those
chocolates! They were everywhere; all sizes,
all flavours. ..the choices were endless. | spent
countless minutes frying fo decide which ones
fo gef. To heck with if; in the end we just gof
them all!

Despite all the hard work, fhe conference is an
enjoyable experience. If was a super leaming
curve; helping fo hone debafing, negofiafion
and networking skills. The conference is a
greal way fo make new friends from across
the world, all sharing the same enthusiasm for
infernational issues. | gof inferested in MUN as
iris my dream o work for the UN in the future
and these conferences provide useful insight
info how the UN acfually funcfions.

Irwas a fruly unforgettable experience and
hopefully I will ger an opportunity fo affend @
few morel!



ARTWORK BY ELLYSHA NUR
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WE HAUE ONLY ABOUT 15 WE'VE GOT GOOD LOOKING
CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK AND SUPER COOL

|
“So you're paying RM 15,900 g THINGS LECTURERS!
fo sfudy 15 hours per week?" ,

Like, have you seen the

Minus that thought, fis is defi- ‘
nitely one of the best perks of amount of posfs on fhe
being in the SASS. Most of us Monash Confessions page

last year for Dr Jonathan

have at least one day off in @ 5
week fo gef our shif fogerher Driskell” And'in case you
(i we adjust our fimetable need any Justification of how
oroperly that is!). cool and great the leclurers
in the SASS are, please, do
yourself a favour and just
enrol info any of Dr. Helen's,
WE DO NUT' | REPEM’ Dr. Moore's or Dr. Yeoh's
I]U NUT DRAW unis.
vt SCHOOL QF  tee0scissoiss
creafivily and social life, such EVERY TUTORIAL

as languages, literature, and
hisfory (as contrasted with To sfay low profile is

scientific or technical sub- fo participate in turorial
Jects). _BECAUSEWHATYOUTHINK ~ ClOsses. You sfand out f
- YOUKNOW ABOUTUSMRY 914100 1o o fermenr
We don't draw, or create NOT BE THE TRUTH. NO jOkg

sculptures for our grades.
Heck, | can't even draw fo
save myself!



WE ARE TOTALLY OUER ALL
THE DIFFERENTIATION,
INTEGRATION, & CALCULATION
MUMBO JUMBO

F=ma

e =mc"2
y=mx+c

a2 =0b"2+c"?

ATTENDING LECTURES ARE
CRUCIAL

What? What? What? Oh right,
we don'f care.
Don't fake us wrongly, just
because we are fotally over
such formulas and calculo-
fions does not mean fhat we
are not capable of doing if. ~ right” or “no, you're wrong”
in the SASS. Everything your
peers or lecturers say, or
most of what they bring up in
lectures are all acceptable if
justified and supported with
evidence. I's all about the
perspective and the angle.
S0 yes, if you think reading
slides thoroughly before as-
signments or finals will save
your ass, think again.

We owned Mathemaltics in
high school; we can fofally
do ir all over again!

GRADED TUTORIAL
ASSIGNMENTS DO NOT EXIST

You're right. We don't have fo
do any tuforial work.

What we have are weekly
readings, and no, they're not
one or fwo pages long. They
can sum up fo af least 200
pages per unif by the end of
the semester.

So please, save yourself,
don't ever label us as super
free sfudenfs, unless you
want a huge stack of read-
ings thrown af your face.

No such thing as “yes, you're

ASSIGNMENTS BASED?
FREE HDS!

What do you even mean by
free HDs? Are you mad? I'm
prefty sure as hell you've
heard of the phrase “no free
lunch in the world”. Same the-
ory applies here, no free HDs
in the academic world.,

Yes, most of our papers
arfinals are of the value of
peanufs. That is because we
actually work hard, carrying
huge bags under and over
our eyes the enfire semester
(or Week 5 onwards) fo gef
our 30%, 40% or sometimes,
50% assignments done!

SASS IS VERSATILE

SASS may be a small g
school, a finy community
and a world of its own but
fhis school is made up of
a variety bunch of prefty
damn proud and capable
people! Your nationali-

fy, sexuality or hipsterity
doesn’t matter here. In fact,
we fofally welcome and
appreciate il
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BY JOELLE CHEW
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“Whoa... Wail. Whai?!"

“Lef me gel this sfraight — so there are two of you?”

| gef that a lof. Or shall | say, we gel thar a lof.
By “we", I mean my twin sister and |.

your head righf now. You

are mind-blown from the
pbombshell I just dropped
(...unless you are friends
with or know ofher twins, I am
fruly sorry for nof being sorry
becaouse this is the kind of fun
only twins gef fo havel). Your
excitement and anficipafion is
growing. Your mind is swelling
with questions.

I know what's going on in

| hate to break i down buf
fhe fruth is, | never really
understand the hype. In fact,
[ think I might have taken

It for granted. The reason
why | can never probably
understand how awesiruck
people are when | say | have
a twin is because my family
and friends have always
normalized the fact that my
sister has been five minutes
older than me for 21 years,

and inevitably | normalize if
foo. So allow me fo clarify the
myths and reality of having o
real-life doppelganger.

WHAT IS IT LIKE BEING TWINS?
To put it simply: if's being
born with a best friend.
Growing up, everyone
acquaints themselves with
plenty of other people before
meeling their best friend, while
| have had the privilege of not
needing fo do that. My sisfer
has always been there, the
only person who knows me
besl, besides myselr.

II's nice never having fo go
through the first and biggest
momen's alone; having a
buddy fo do everything with,
and always looking forward
fo share something with
someone who will genuinely
listen fo you and get excired
with. II's having someone
who understands you and
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your quirkiness that other people
can't possibly fathom. II's being
there for each ofher inevifably
through the good limes and bad
fimes.

I's fighting abouf the pelfiest,
most frivial issues. We jusf end
up not falking fo each other

for hours or days, nothing big.
The longest ime lasted three
days, which was the quietest
three days ever. Iis gaining
instanfaneous attention like @
celebrity for standing out, having
a sister who is only five minutes
older, which could turn ouf be
quife omazing.

IT1S HAVING ALL THE FUN
OTHER SIBLINGS COULDN'T.

We look like each other withour
even frying. Our mum said
shopping for clothes was easy
as she just needed fo gef fwo of
everything in a different colour,
as we usually donned similar
hairsfyles and accessories fo
marfch when we were lifle.

The highlights of our childhood
were definifely those moments
we mel new people; frying nof
fo snicker before the person
becomes nonplussed upon
realizing thar we are hwo sisters
who look very much alike

We successfully fricked feachers
on the first day of school, fooled
feachers and classmates when
we were in different classes by
swilching identfities for a day,
and best of all we swapped
passports and breezed through
both local and overseas
immigrafions as children.

The last fime we swapped
identiies was in college, when
[ fried fo sif through my sister’s
math class, bur the numbers
and equations made my head
hurt (you obviously know the
subject | loathe most).

Alter 15 minufes, | stood up,
meekly apologized fo her
lecturer saying | was her twin,
which gof the whole class
eruplting info fits of laughter
because they knew all along.

WE ARE TWO VERY DIFFERENT PEOPLE.

Just because we look alike, it
doesn't mean we are dlike. We
are two separate entities who like
different things and have dislinct
inferests. To be honest, my sister
and | are the opposites of each

She is the extirovert — bubbly,
oufgoing, confident, talkative.
Being the infrovert [ am, I'm
nothing like her. I have been
the painfully shy, awkward one
oufside my comfort zone while
she fook the lead in making
friends for the two of us up unfil
our early adolescent years.

My sister is the cool, jock-

like geek, o huge Star Wars,
Marvel and DC, football and
Formula 1 fan with an immense
love for cars like our dad. |

love anything artsy — nothing
like either my mum or dad,
unfortunately — from music, films
and lirerature over an array of
genres o architecture, art and
photography. coordinated
wardrobe. She can cook and
bake, and I'm just nof born for
the lafter which is ridiculous,
because generally, people who
can cook can bake as well,

My sister has creafivily in her
blood while | practically have
none; her fypographies and
doodles are so good if's a
shame she's abouf fo be a law
graduate.

She is the sfrongest girl | know,
physically and emofionally,
never leffing her emaofions gef in
the way while | spell vulnerable
in all aspects. She is the mosf
calm and collected person |
know, while I'm the last person
you should consider lisfing as
an emergency contact (I kid you
not).



But, of course, we do have
common inferests. The borh

of us are passionafe abour
reading, cooking and coffee
just fo be brief. The beauty of
our differences lies in how we
share and celebrate them. |
influenced my sister in lisfening
fo music she thought she’d
never leamn fo love, reading
books and walching movies thar
she categorized as foo deep’
for her understanding. She gorf
me info all her crazes, though I'l
never be as enthusiasfic as her.
We may not come o ferms with
similar poinfs abour everything,
buf we do reason with and

fry fo accepf each ofher's
perspecfives.

DO YOU READ EACH OTHER'S
MINDS?

II's practically the golden
quesfion for twins. Yes, we can
read each ofher's minds bur
only fo a certain extent, reason
being we know one anofher best
SO our acfions and behaviour
are predictable. However, |
would like fo poinf ouf fhat if is
more fo how we can feel each
anofher's emotions. Emofions
prevail, people.

QUESTIONS LIKE *00 You
LIKE THE SAME TYPE

OF GUYS, WANT T0 60

ON DOUBLE DATES, GET
MARRIED ON THE SAME
DAY AND/OR T0 A PAIR OF
TWINS, LIVE NEXT T0 EACH
OTHER..”

...NO, No, N0 and no. That's

just creepy. Also, like everyone
else, we would want privacy and
personal space despife how
clingy we are o each other. My
sisfer once said even the mere
suggestion of living righf next fo
her would cost me fo be shot
with a bazooka.

WE ARE INSEPARABLE. SERIOUSLY.

I all boils down fo the fwin
attachment, fhe kind of
closeness | can't describe fo do
ir justice. We spend maosf of the
fime fogefher bur before we fum
in we would spend an hour or so
falking in the dark, wrapping up
fhe day, even though we may
no longer share a room. Usually
we simply frash falk, buy if's
always the deep conversations
fhat are the most refreshing. We
do everything fogether, while

fhe thought of doing something
withour her would be just odd.

People always ask us how we
would deal with the inevifable
separation all siblings are bound
fo encounter. We would shrug,
brush it off, and say we'd only
know when if happens and fhat
we would leam how o deal with
i
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Coming fo ferms with my sisfer
leaving fo finish her lasf year

of university in the UK lasf
September was fhe most
emotionally challenging thing

| have ever gone through. If
was just as hard for her foo;
leaving home for the first fime to
a foreign city of unfamiliar foces
across fhe world. To everyone's
surprise, | managed fo keep
my composure right up fo her
last night af home and the quief
ride home from the airport with a
vacant space — her space — af
fhe backsear.

EVEN WRITING ABOUT THIS
NOW HURTS.

There is sfill a void within, @
hollow emptiness that could
never go away. Buf disfance

is merely an issue. My sister
and | have been working with
fhe different fime zones and our
respective academic fimetables.
We sfill keep each other in the
loop despite being more fthan
6000 miles apart. Thank God for
fechnology! We are constantly
enferfaining (more like annoying)
each other over Skype and
social media.

This is simply the start of our
existing relationship merged as
adults; atesf run for what lays
ahead. | never once doubted
fhe special bond I have with my
sister because | know she will
always be my other half,

SHE IS MY BEST FRIEND, MY
PERSON, MY SOUL SISTER.

WE WILL CONTINUE
CHANGING, GROWING AND
DEVELOPING DIFFERENCES,
BUT THE NATURE OF OUR
SISTERHOOD REMAINS.
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[

"It was my lst opportunity when I joined the
MDFC club. A friend of mine was really inter-
ested in dancing and asked me to join her. And
I agreed. I had nothing to lose, instead, I'11 be
able to learn something new. So why not? That
was how I got on the bandwagon. And since that
day, it has been one hell of a rollercoaster
ride!

"University is all about finding yourself,
your own personality. And one way to figure
it out is by learning many different things,

opening yourself to all possibilities."

— = e — - b ST
"what is this all about?" "Rate your waffles from a scale
"Slack line. It's fun. It's part of the of 1-10."
rock-climbing club, and to train °
our balance when we are up high." "9 9"

vl
"what were you doing with a big board around
campus?" "Have you been in basketball competitions?"
"I was helping him, because his car was "Yes, plenty. I've won before, but I was not
| parked far away" | always the winner."




trapped /trept/

verb

1. Prevent (someone) from escaping from a place

2. Have (something, typically a part of the body)
held tightly by something so that it cannot be

freed

croling down fthe Facebook

newsfeed on his phone, “10

Reasons why Anna Sun should

be your best friend', 'Anna Sun,
the model fo look out for'; geez, this
woman is everywhere on the Infemef
isn't she?" he grumbled o himself.
He glanced back af his wriing pad
and at the pile of crumpled sheels in
fhe bin next fo him.

Sighing, he looked around. The
weather was cool and a gentle
breeze carried the scent of freshly-
cur grass. He suddenly noliced @
woman siing next fo him on te
bench. She furned fo him and smiled,
*You look stressed. How about | fell
you a story?" He furned fowards the
woman in disbelief. Who in their right
mind would listen fo some random
sfranger ranf? She gave him another
dazzling smile.

He was faken aback by her exofic
beauty: smooth olive skin, round
honey brown eyes, full pink lips and
a perfectly shaped nose. If perfect
and flawless people existed, here
was living proof! She didn't look a
day after 20, yet her eyes portrayed
a different sfory. There was pain, lofs
of It

“Just listen to me.” Taken in by her
charm, he nodded absent mindedly.

‘When | was younger, | wasn't
normal. | had more girl-friends than
guy- friends; | had a problem. | was
always foo shy fo talk fo boys. | sfand
foo close fo them and | begin fo
stutter. | was popular among the girls;
I'd help them shop for the right oulfits
and discuss fashion and make-
up. However, there was one girl |
considered a frue friend. We'd

[47]



[48]

confide in each ofher, and
share happy moments
fogefher. She wasn't some
nerdy girl; she was vored
the hottest girl in school
every year. She'd wear
baggy clothes and still
look amazing. She was the
envy of every girl at school.
| was proud fo be her pillar
of strength; fo be someone
important in her life. Her name
was Erin.”

“One day, she called me,
telling me the school's
hottest guy had asked her
out. | couldn’t have been
happier. My best friend
had discovered love. I'd
read about it but had never
experienced it. This was a
moment fo cherish.”

Wi

Because of my fear of
guys, I had never given this
guy, Kyle, a second glance.
Yel, Erin made it her mission
fo infroduce the two most
important people in her life
fo each ofher. | fried fo avoid
every meeling, but Erin's
disappoiniment spurred

her on. Lady luck was on
her side and | bumped into
Kyle one day af school. For
fhe firsf fime, | saw him up
close and was rendered
speechless by his perfect
jaw-line and fousled hair, but
fhose piercing blue eyes took
my breath away”.

*My life changed thaf dauy.

| felf a constant need fo

see him and be around

him, fo an extent Erin felr
uncomforfable. Yef | faliered
af every opportunity fo speak
fo him. Affer what seemed

a lifelime of failed attempits,

| eventually did. The three

of us became close friends
and they would confide in me
and I'd offer advice. That's
when | realized | had fallen in
love...with Kyle. With my best
friend’s boyfriend, as cliché
as irsounds.”

She gave a sad smile. “This
story is far from cliché.” He
was confused.

She sighed, “I'm just. ...
Different. | starfed caring
more aboul my appearance
around Kyle; obsessed

with every sfray pimple that
popped on my face and

| went through grear pains
mainfaining my flawless
skin. | sfarfed dressing more
provocatively and evenfually
Brittany noticed the change.
| yearned fo confide in and
confess fo her of the frue
reason behind the changes.

| couldn't. Ar 16, my name
was Ryan. I was a boy.”

He was speechless. She. ..
was a boy?!

Reading the shock on his
face, “Don't gef me wrong.

| was popular, buf Kyle had
sfolen my heart.” He stared
speechless at her, waifing for
her fo confinue.

*| wanted fo fell Erin that | was
in love with her boyfriend. |
wanfed fo share with her my
joy because | had found love.
Yel, | couldn't. How could I?
She would have freated me
like a freak. | was confused
and lost. | didn't believe |
was gay. | was just frapped:
a girl stuck in a guy’s body.

| couldn’t believe this was
happening fo me!”

*As the years passed by, life
wenr on as usual. | remained
close to Erin and Kyle, yet
kepf quiel abour my frue
feelings. | wasn't happy

and | was hurfing. | could
never be with the person |
fruly loved. | fried forgetting
Kule; dafing other girls, bur it
wasn't normal. I had only one
person on my mind: Kyle."

*| started feeling suffocated
by my surroundings and |
couldn’t continue like this.

IF was either coming clean

fo faking my secref fo the
grave. Unable to see how
devastated my parenfs would
be by my revelation, | chose
death.”



“| decided fo fake sleeping
pills. That way, I'll fall asleep
and never wake up from my
slumber. Just af the moment
| was about fo swallow the
pills, Kyle called. He wanted
me o be the best-man af
his and Erin’s wedding.
Hearfache or efernal
slumber? Clearly you know
the decision I made.”

*Once they departed on their
honeymoon, | felf loneliness
and empliness like never
before. The desire to live my
life as a girl was oo sfrong. |
wasn't going fo spend the rest
of my life in regrel. | packed
my bags and leff. [ was 22."

"l underwent a sex-change
operation. Due fo my feminine
features, the operation was
easier. IFwas hard and
painful, but it felr right; free of
fhe haze suffocating me. The
moment | walked outr info the
open, | didn't feel frapped
anymore.”

"Enjoying breathing in

the air of freedom, | saw
myself sfaring af me. IF was
a missing person poster.
Worried, | looked around
me, in case | was noliced.
| stopped when | saw my
reflection for the firstime. |
didn't look the same

anymore. There was nothing
and no-one o remind me of
fhe past. IF was fime fo move

11

on.

I came from a wealthy
background; everything
handed fo me on a silver
platter. The inifial sfages were
hard, frying fo adjust. | stood
my ground and survived.
Four years on, here | am.
What the future holds is o
muystery, buf I'm here now, in
the present, happy.”

She broke off, leaving me
dumbstruck. Breaking

fhe awkward silence, she
stood up fo leave. “I've jusf
revealed my biggest secret
fo you, make good use of it."
She walked off fo a nearby
limousine, smiling back as
she walked away. Thar was
when he realized. She was
Anna Sun, the world's biggest
and sexiest supermodel.

Grinning, pen poised, he
delved into his wriling pad,
mind whirling with ideas.
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WHAT IS MONASH UNIVERSITY STUDENT ASSOCIATION (MUSR)?

MUSA is an organisation run by students for the benefits of all students in Monash. The
organisation represents the sfudents and acts as the means of communication between
sfudenfs and the administrative authorities of the university.

Here are the faces of the people you can disturb the living shit ouf of if you come across
any frouble ... or you could just say “HIl" to if you see them walking around,
they don'f bife (I think).

WHAT MUSA DOES:

(Aside from all that is known)
MUSA provides subsidies or reimbursement for sfudents who are representing
Monash Universily Malaysia af competition or conferences!

MUSA funds events inifiafed and organised by Monash students; provided the
event is beneficial fo the sfudents of Monash, such as the likes of Monash Revolution.

MUSA support sfudents who are called for the APC hearings (where sfudents
face the risk of getting expelled by Monash due to failing more than 50% of their credif
poINts).

In the case of any harassments, complainfs, safely issue and safely issues, sfu-
denfs are encouraged fo approach MUSA with proper evidence for aclions fo be faken.

WHAT MUSA CAN'T DO:

MUSA has no authority fo dismiss any lecturers/tufors you're unhappy about af
Monash. But fear notf, you've got SETU every semester to voice ouf your thoughfs anon-
ymously! (If you don't know what that is check your sfudent emails!)

MUSA unforfunately does nof work under the Faciliies & Mainfenance Depart-
men'. You may inform us of the broken facilifies, buf we are not able fo buy or replace
fhem. However, we will definitely fry our level best o push the administrative sfaff fo
attend fo the issue!

Yes, we do have smart engineers and IT students in MUSA, but the sad fruth is
we are nof capable or allowed fo fix any faciliies thar do not belong fo us like the prinfers
or infernef. What we can do is o pressure the departments involved for answers and fo
gel if fixed as soon as possible.
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| Malaysia because I didn't think of step- one would you pick?"
ping out of my comfort zone. "winnie the Pooh, definitely. Because he's so
Now here I am and I believe that I can cute, sweet and chubby like me. Apparently
do anything I want. people find him stupid, but I'm not stupid!

"I never thought I would come to ‘ "If you could be a Disney character, which

"Wwhat makes the perfect rock "Wwatcha doing there?

1
) Climbing partner?"l. . "MEOW! Im doing my big busi-
Someon,e Wt ek %ou can ¢ '1:1"7' ness here hello? Privacy
communicate ana curse witn. please?"

Y

"He was always pulling a lot of stunts in
class; coming in with slings on his arms, and
plasters on his face; but he was intelligent.

. "There was this student I taught a S0 at the end of the semester, I asked some
long time ago. He never finished the students what had happened to him, and they
semester. I think I only remember him said he'd dropped out. I found out later, that

his mum and dad had recently separated and
the mum had left the country, leaving him
completely, on his birthday. "

being in class for 6 or 7 weeks, then
he never appeared again."
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fhis magazine would not have been remotely possible or
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cheers and here's to the next semester!
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